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Spring storm soaks New Mexico



Composer pays tribute to Bataan soldiers

Lesa RioGsLy Mexico suffered the highest
Reconn STar WRTER casualty rate per capita of any
slate in the » Cave said;
Roswell, a city recognized many ol those partici-
internationally for a supposed pated In the Bataan Death
UFD crash landing in 1947, March. in which more than
should instead be known for 1,800 men from the 200th and
the soldiers who endured the 515th Coastal Artillery uniis of
Bataan Death March, said the New Mexico National Guard
# Stephen Melillo. composer of were captured in 1942 by
“Beyond Courage: Then. Now. Japanese forces at the battle for
Always: A Documentary In the Bataan Tens of
Music,” which will premiere ihousands of American and Fil-
here Saturday. ipino soldiers were then forced
The musical composition is @ t0 march through 70 miles of
irfbule to those soldiers and is jungle without lood or waler,
based on local author Dorothy and many died on the way.
Cave's book, - " More perished in prisoner of
It will be for spectally war camps.
invited Bataan survivors and  In total, almeost 1,000 New
their families, as well as the Mexicans died during that
eneral public Saturday and ordeal.

nday, by the Roswell Inde-  por (hoge who did survive,
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Cinily Aecond + Bill ol
den
Composer Stephen Melillo gestures while leading the combined g!" t School District High cave said, the end of World War

chool Honor Band, a large
choir and netable local soloists, HIM[,'“E ,';F lmrhme ead';;: Eil.:“;t

amang others.
During World War Il. New See COMPOSER, Page A3

Goddard and Roswell High School honor bands, or NOTE, (Nothing
Other Than Excellenca) as they practice a dramatic section of his
musical documentary “Beyond Courage” Wednesday.
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I here among us but kids don’t
I Cﬂmpﬂser know anything about them.” he
| Continued from Page A1 said.

I have jusi recenily been able (o
| speak about thelr hormfic expe-
| riences. And still, they carry a
| burden of guilt because they

were surrendered — and they
| haven't been able to heal, she
saiel

Meltlle hopes his plece will
help to heal them.

It Is Importani “that they feel
the weight lified off their shoul-
ders, that the residual guilt... is
gone,” he said. “That's what |
think the purpose of music ks:
the purpese s 1o heal.”
| Melillo started the project
| last April, and though it was
| canceled to the public last vear
| because of the situation in
| Irag, he was one of 4 few non-

velerans who accompanied
Bataan survivors on the
Bataan Memoral Death March
| @t White Sands Misstle Range.

He listenmed to thelr siorles,
and recorded it all with his
video camera.

“l just let it all come In,
everything they were saying,”
he said.

Meeting Cave's husband,
Jack Aldrich, 2 Bataan sur-
vivor. has been an unforget-
table experience — one close o
hils heart

“I love him the way | love my
grandfather. | bove him dearly
and I'll never be the same
again,” Melillo said.

And Cave’s book changed his
I life, he said.
{  Bui both say though thelr
{ works have provided a frame
{ for certain audiences (o view
{ the Bataan march, it is the
men wha lived throwgh il and
died because of |1 that deserve
the recognition

| always tell people. [ did not
wrile thai book — 1,800 men
wrole [ in bloed, 1 only wrode it
in Ink,” Cave said. "l think
there Is something Inside of
every man thai is greater than
itsell and | think it’s called
lorth by extraordinary circum-
stances, and a hero (o me is
someone who hears the call
and answers i.°

Mike Lee, Goddard High
School band director, said the
ultimate Imporiance of the
| composition and performances
| 1% 1o honor those who partied-

pated (n the Bataan Death
Manch.

“They've been left out of his-
tory books, and they live right

A GHS =enlor who serves as
president of the NOTE Councll,
a leadership group made up of
music students from Roswell
and Goddard high schools,
sald he hopes the ex-POWs
know thelr sacriflces were nof |
made in vain.

*I think 1t made me realize
that [ need to appreciate the
velerans more, especlally the
ones who went Ihmu.gh such
traumatic ordeals as (his,” said
[irew Jordan, 18, “The [act that
some of them are still alive
makes me realize we need to
honor them more than we have
been.”

J.T. Humphreys, RHS senlor
and vice president of the NOTE
Council, said he hopes the
compasition will help heal the
vederans who hear it

The NOTE Councll commis-
sioned Melillo’s plece from a
grani received through REACH
2000 as part of Continental
Harmony, the national commu- |
nity-based compaoser residency
program of the American Com-
posers Forum,

Jordan, a trumpeter, and
Humphreys, a trombonist, will
be twg of the 100-plus band
members performing ail ithe
Roswell Conventlon and Civic
Center this weekend.

Jane Batson, president of
the REACH 2000 board of
directors, said as of Wednes-
day, 11 Bataan survivers have
conflrmed they will be in atten-
dance. For those veterans who
can't make If, VHS tapes or
CDs of the will ke
made available free of charge.
The public may purchase them
for S20 each.

Melillo feels he was led by
destiny to write “Beyond
Courage,” and said God played
a role in it all — even the par-
ticipation of a choir from
Shenandoah University in Vir-
ginia, where he lives.

Performances of “Beyond
Courage” will be at 2 p.m. Sar-
urday and Sunday at the civic
center. The event is free and
open to the public, though not
as many scats will be available
to Saturday's performance,
since it will be the special pre-
miere in honor of Bataan
Death March veierans.

For more information, call
REACH 2000 at 623-8637,

Jack Aldrich, with handkerchief clutched, shed some

tears as he let the music flow through him.

“The spirit begins to well up inside, and then you

remember, you remember a lot of things come passing by
that you’d forgotten, and are very important to me,” he said.
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Continued from Page A1 -+
hung over the stage arca.

Aldrich said the visual and audio compo-
nenis combined to produce a Nlood of memo-
ries.
“That brought back a lot of memories.” he
sald. *I even told the composer al the begin-
ning, | didn't think anybody could make music
from this subject. | didn't think he could do it
but he has, to his credit.”

Aldrich, with handkerchief clutched. shed
some tears as he let the music flow through
him.
"The spiril begins to well up inside, and then

| you remember, you remember a ot of things

COTe by that you'd forgotten, and are
very Important to me,” e sald.

Though those who survived war bear the
burden of what they lived through, Bataan sur-
vivors also came home humiliated because
they were surrendered to the Japanese.

“The atmosphere has changed for us, you
know,” Aldrich sald. "We came home, we had
been surrendered. It was the largest group of
U.5. soldiers in history to be surrendered —
now we cmp we didn't surrender, were
surrendered ... but that was a terrible cross o
bear, and it wasn't until years later that we
began to open up.”

After keeping memories and emotions inside
them for so long, the veterans started o tell
their families things they had never talked
aboul before because they realized “that when
¥ou're gone it may mean something o your
family.” Aldrich sald. In the process. they
found that they didn't have to defend their sur-
rendering because people were understanding.

Roswell High School band director Jim
Humphreys hopes the vets know their suffering
and sacrifice was notf in vain.

"I really wanted these veterans (o know (hat
it'’s been our hope from the day this was con-
ceived that when they leave here today, partic-
ularly these young musicians would like them
o know, that their sacrifice and the sacrifices
of their comrades and loved ones are not and
will mot be forgotien,” Humphreys said,

One band member said the performance
meani a ot to her because her ther is a
World War [l vet, and she enjoved playing for
the Bataan veterans,

*It was truly amazing just seeing the looks
on all the veterans’ faces and everything,” said
Meghan Fry. 18. "It just makes you feel really

=

Jdudy Gambill of Clovis felt pride and pain as
she listened 1o Melillo's work. Her father died
at a POW camp after surviving the Bataan
Death March. and only one of three uncles who
lefi for the war came back.

"It was awesome. | just. | bawled halfway
through it.” Gambill said.

"I couldn't Imagine "Beyond Courage” with
music bul it was just labulous,” she added. =]
think it means a lot. They've been so forgotien
over the years, which is just heartbreaking.™

The concern with all World War [I veterans as
the youngest reach their 80s is that their
deaths are accelerating. Last year, reportedly .
only 55 of the original 1,800 New Mexicans |
who paricipated in the march were alive. Sat- |
urday, only five were able 1o make it to Roswell
for the concert in thelr honor,

“That's why I'm here, to see how many boys
are 5t alive, but 1 can only count five here,”
said Hataan Death March surviver Roberio
Medina, who traveled from Taos with his famdly
for the performance. *1 want io find out how
many there are because every day they're
dying, and they can't Hve forever.”

Aldrich said history books are leaving impor-
tant evenis oul, lo the detriment of students.

"I find that history has kind of forgotten |
some of these things and what | thought
should be covered In chapters in history books
ieday is probably down to a paragraph.” he
said.

Those who survived are in a “brotherhood.®
Aldrich said, and they learned the hard way
how to appreciale what so many take for grant-
ed. “"What is beyend ? Freedom. That's
exactly what it is, is freedom, and it can be
locked ail in different ways, bul (o us, it's free-
dom.”

Melillo’s plece was commissioned by REACH
2000, a nonprofit that promoles success for
youth; the Nothing Other Than Excellence, or
NOTE. Council, a youth-directed group of
musicians from Roswell and Goddard high
schools; RISD; and the Roswell Museum and
Art Center, and was made possible by a %m
from Continental Harmony, Continental Har-
mony is a national, commindly-based compos-
er residency program of the American Com-
posers Forum.

“Beyond Courage: Then. Now. Always: A Doc-
umentary in Music® will be performed again at
2 p.m. today at the Roswell Convention and
:Jivl.l: Center, and is free and open to the pub-
e,




