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2nd & 3rd Millennium

Commissioned by the Iowa Bandmasters Association
for the 2007

All-Iowa Middle School Honors Band

TECHNICAL

This piece can be modified to work with a variety of different ages.  Throughout, octaves can be adjusted for 
younger players.  Often, these “Optional 8vbs or 8vas” are written into the students’ parts.  Here are some 
other small changes that can be made without in any way affecting the emotional thrill of the piece:

This rhythm has been written into the piece:                                          , but if anyone finds this too difficult 

depending upon the age level, simply change the rhythm to this:

Another example of something which is either a Challenge... (fitting for Querencia!).. or perhaps too difficult 
is the Trombone passage at m90.  If the optional 8va cannot be taken because of range limitations, and the 
lower octave slide positions are too difficult, simply change the G to an E.  Now the Trombones move more 
easily without any effect being lost.

This kind of thinking can be applied throughout the entire piece.  As in ALL of the STORMWORKS Music 
for younger groups, the KIDS come first!  Feel free to make the music notation malleable to their needs.  I’m 
sure the Music will still come through!

MUSICAL

New Mexico has been a Spiritual Home for me ever since I met the Souls of Bataan.  When I was recently 
conducting the New Mexico All-State Band, a gentlemen came up to me and said, “Querencia!  That’s what 
you’re asking of the kids!”  He explained that QUERENCIA was the word that was shouted out as the bull 
got closest to the bullfighter.  It is the idea of COURAGE, but Courage as a function of how close one allows 
Danger to get near.  In that Real Life closeness to Danger and in that Metaphor, this work is humbly offered 
as a fun gift to the young Musicians who will explore it and render it!  

Godspeed!  ∕¤‹›
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